Republic of the Philippines
Deparlment of the Inlerior and Local Government
NATIONAL POLICE COMMISSION
Makali City

MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR NO. g002-012

DIRECTING THE PHILIPPINE NATIONAL POLICE TO UNDERTAKE AN INTENSIFIED
AND CONTINUOUS CAMPAIGN AGAINST PORNOGRAPHY
AND OTHER FORMS OF OBSCENITY

WHEREAS, HER Excellency, GLORIA MACAPAGAL ARROYO, President, Republic of the Philippines,
has idenlified moral renewal as one of the pillars of her administration;

WHEREAS, pornography as a moral, religious and public safely issue is one of the major concerns (o be
addressed for moral renewal;

WHEREAS, Chapler Il of the Revised Penal Code enlilled "Olienses Against Decency and Good
Customs” includes pornography as one of the criines againsl public inorals;

WHEREAS, as provided for by Presidential Deciee No. 969 enlilled  "Amending Cerlain Provisions of
PD 960 which Amended Arlicle 201 of the Revised Penal Code and for olher Purposes”, pornography can be
considered an iminoral doclrine perpetuated by obscene publicalions and exhibilions and indecent shows,

_ WHEREAS, lhe proliferation of pornographic inalerials has reached such proportions as lo warrant a
nalionwide campaign agains! his social menace which has lremendous delelerious effects upon the youth, the
farnily, the communily and the people, by and large;

WHEREAS, the many incidents of violence and crimes against chaslity, lo include juvenile delinquency,
broken homes and abuse of drugs can be lraced, among olhers, o this social evil called pornography;

WHEREAS, il is lamenlable 1o hear and read aboul the abundance and casy acquisition of pornographic
printed materials and piraled Video Compacl Discs (VCD) of pornographic movies right at shopping malls and
side slreels by cilizens of varying ages, placing lhe police al an embarrassing siluation as lhey are perceived lo
have lack of interesl and enlhusiasin lo enforce the Iaw parlicularly Arlicle 201 of the Revised Penal Code and
relaled special laws lo prolecl people’s wellare; 1

WHEREAS, lhe police as proleclor and guardian of the citizens must take aclion and inlensily its efforts
in the reduclion, if nol lolal eradicalion of this social menace as parl of its crime prevenlion slralegies;

NOW, THEREFORE, the Cominission in the exercise of ils adminislralion and control funclion over the
PNP has RESOLVED TO DIRECT AS IT HEREBY DIRECTS Ihe PNP lo ulilize ils resources, including but nol
limiled to the Criminal Investigalion and Deleclion Group (CIDG) lo underlake an all-oul "search and raid
operations” in Melro Manila and Highly Urbanized Cities on all known pornographic reproduction/prinling shops
and sales oullels, the arresl and invesligation of people involved in the produclion/reproduction and
sale/dissermination of pornographic maleriats and the filing of appropriale cases againsl them. In this regard, lhe
following policies and guidelines shall be followed, lo wil:

1. Police officers engaged in anli- pomography operations must ensure he observance of and
respecl for human righls. ‘

2. The police shall, al all limes, he accounlable lo the public and alf police aclions mus( be

/A/jansparenl and responsive o public scruliny7/
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The use of force shall only be o the extent requited for the perfoimance of police duly.

To ensure success, carcelul planning must be done betore operations such as raids and searches
of printing shops and sale oullels for pornographic malerials.

Police personnel who shall be involved in- anti-pormography operations shoukd be given proper
inghuctions and should be claified of their assigned responsibililios.

Legal mallers such as service of warranls, identification and issuance of receipls of malerials
conliscaled, elc., must be complied with.

Airests, whether by virlue of a warrant or wilhoul warrant shall be done withoul violence or
unnecessary force and the person arresled shall be brought to proper authorilies within the time
prescribed in Article 125 of the Revised Penal Code while persons arrested without a warrant
shall be broaght o The nearest police station lor inquaest proceadings under Section /7, Rule 112
ol tha revised Rules of Cowl. |

The police officers seizing the properly shall prepare a detaled receipl for all ialerials/properties
seized and shall give the said receipt to the lawlul owner of the premises who is present during
the conducl of scarch and scizure. 5

Aller (he service of the warrant, a reporl shall e prepared by Whe police otlicer for subimission 1o
the judge issuing such warrant.

An after operalion repoit must he prepared for submission to he head of the unil (i.e., Chiel of
Palice for local palice slations; Direclor, GIDG) indicaling a delailed and complele invenlory of
malerials seized and a statemaent as to 1he salekeeping and disposition thereol.

During the conduct of custodial mvestigation ol anested persons, the vestigoting Olhcer must
inforn the suspect of hisiher rights.

The Investigating Officer shall prepare the cuslodial investigation reporl in wiiling which shall be
read and explained to the arresled person by his counsel or by assisling counsel belore he
(arrested person) signs or thumbmanks.

The Chiel of the lnvesligaling Office/Unil must ensure the court allendance of the Invesligaling
Oflicer and olher police personnel serving as wilnesses.

The unit involved i anti pomogiaphy operations shall mamtam g Record Book on scized
malerials indicaling, bul not imiled lo;

a. Case nunber

b. IKind of maletial seized (Lx. magazing, joural, GO, VO, cle.)
C. Quiantily ;

d. Dale ol seiztie ]

e Mames and addresses ol apprehended persons

[ Naimes of apprehending olfiers |

(. Olficer-in-Case !

h, Name of Chiet ol Olhce/Unil

i Slalus ol the case, parlicularly o final disposition

The PMNP shall coondinale with the Burcau ol Cusloms (BOC) which has jurisdiclion on the
campaign againsl snugyling o pornographic malerials mlo the counlry; unless, PNP officers are
deputized by he BOC C(mnnissioner.//;
|
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i, The PNI? shall share wilh the BOC any availlable intelligence on groups or persondlitics
smuggling pornographic malenals inlo the counlry;

b, The PHE MARIG (Maritiine Group) may patticipale mjoint or combined operabions in the
country's martitime and coastal walers {or the apprehension of pornographic arlicles
coming lrom another counlry (hansnational).

10. The Women and Childien’s Prolection Desk shall lake chaige of handling female and youlhful
persons ariested during anti-pornography operalions..

17. Female oflenders caught naked while dancing or perlorming indecenl and obscene aclivities afler
having been pholographed by a compelent photographer, shall be made to put on their dresses
belore they are brought 1o the police stalion for invesligation.

A quarlerly report of police accomplishiments on anli-pormography operalions shall be consolidaled by he
Direclorale for Operalions for submission to the National Police Commission.

This Memorandwm Circular shall lake efieclimmedialely.

Issued this ___15th dayofl Hovember 2002 al Makali Gily.
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